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1
APPARATUS AND METHOD FOR
MEASURING ACTIVE/REACTIVE POWERS

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

The present invention is generally directed to a device and
method for measuring power in an electrical power system. In
particular, the present invention is directed to a device and
method for calibrating the phase of active and reactive powers
at different frequencies.

BACKGROUND INFORMATION

Electricity is commonly delivered from electricity suppli-
ers to consumers in the form of alternating current (AC) at a
certain fundamental frequency, e.g., 60 Hz in the U.S. The
consumption of electricity, e.g., three-phase AC, is com-
monly measured by power meters. It is known that when the
load of a power supply system includes non-linear compo-
nents, the electrical power supply includes harmonic frequen-
cies other than the fundamental frequency. Additionally,
when the load is not purely resistive, the waveform of voltage
V may lead or lag the waveform of current [ in time or have a
phase offset in the frequency domain.

Electrical power may include three components: apparent
power (P, ), active power (P,,), and reactive power (P,.,).
The apparent power P, , is defined as the product of magni-
tudes of voltage V and current [, i.e., P=VxI. The active power
P, 1s defined as the capacity of the load ata particular time or
the energy that flows from power source to the load. The
reactive power P, ... is defined as the energy that is
bounced back from the load to the source. If the phase offset
between current and voltage in frequency is ¢, then
P..~P,,,*Icos(p)l and PP, *Isin(d)I.

act Papp

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 illustrates a system diagram of a power meter.

FIG. 2 illustrates an exemplary meter channel in a power
meter with current phase calibration.

FIG. 3 illustrates a meter channel for measuring active and
reactive powers according to an exemplary embodiment of
the present invention.

FIG. 4 illustrates a calibration module for calibrating active
and reactive powers according to an exemplary embodiment
of the present invention.

FIG. 5 illustrates a method for measuring active and reac-
tive powers according to an exemplary embodiment of the
present invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF EXAMPLE
EMBODIMENTS

In practice, the electrical powers including active and reac-
tive powers may be measured using a power meter. FIG. 1
illustrates a system diagram of a power meter 10. As shown in
FIG. 1, the power meter 10 may receive one voltage measure-
mentV and six channels of current measurementsI_a, ..., 1_f
so that the power meter 10 may concurrently measure the
powers for the six AC inputs. Thus, the power meter includes
six meter channels each measuring the power going through
one current path. The power meter may include analog-to-
digital converters (ADC) 12 and a processor 14 such as a DSP.
ADCs 12 may convert the measured voltage V and each of the
six measured currents [_a, . . ., I_f into respective digital
signals DV, DI_a, .. ., DI_fthat correspondingly represent the
measured voltage input and the six measured current inputs in
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2

a digital domain. Processor 14 may be configured to include
modules 16 each receiving the digitized voltage DV and one
of the six digitized currents to compute active and reactive
powers. The computed results from modules 16 may include
apparent, active, and reactive powers at the fundamental fre-
quency and harmonic frequencies. Further, processor 14 may
be configured to include another module 18 for generating a
final power bill to customers based on the computed active
and reactive powers.

One problem with power meter 10 is that current trans-
formers embedded in the current transmission lines cause
additional delays in the time domain (or phase offsets in the
frequency domain) in the current with respect to the voltage.
Current art compensates these additional phase offsets of
current prior to computing active and reactive powers. FIG. 2
illustrates an exemplary meter channel that tries to calibrate
the current I with the corresponding voltage V for removing
(or substantially reducing) the additional phase offsets caused
by current transformers in transmission lines. The meter
channel includes a first signal path for receiving the measured
current [ and a second signal path for receiving the measured
voltage V. The input current I during the transmission to the
meter channel may pass through current transformers (not
shown) that cause an added phase offset of 6 with respect to
the voltage V. Thus, the current I(6) includes the additional
phase offset with respect to the voltage V prior to the power
meter. For the meter channel, the current signal path may
include an ADC 12.10, a high-pass filter 20.10, and a sensor
compensation filter 22, while the voltage signal path may
include an ADC 12.20 and a high path filter 20.20. After the
initial filtering operations (including high-pass filtering
(HPF) and sensor compensation filtering (SCF)), a phase
calibration filter 24 may receive the filtered current signal
DI'(0) and filtered voltage signal DV' to compensate for the
transformer-caused phase offset 0 between the current and
voltage signals prior to computing active and reactive powers.
The phase calibration filter 24 removes the phase offset in
current to generate calibrated current and voltage signals DI"
and DV". The phase calibration filter 24 is usually an all-pass
filter that requires complex computation.

Therefore, there is a need for a device and method that
measures active and reactive powers without the complex
computation associated with calibrating the phase offsets of
the current signal. Thus, it is an objective of the present
invention to measure active and reactive powers without per-
forming the complex phase calibration filtering on the current
signal. It is also an objective of the present invention to
directly compute active and reactive powers using un-cali-
brated current and voltage signals and thereafter to calibrate a
phase offset on the computed active and reactive powers.

Embodiments of the present invention may include a
method for measuring active and reactive powers of an alter-
nating current. The method may further include receiving a
first signal representing a current and a second signal repre-
senting a voltage, in which the current includes a phase offset
with respect to the voltage, calculating an active power and
reactive power based on the first and second signals, and
calibrating the calculated active and reactive powers with
respect to the phase offset using first and second constants, in
which the first and second constants respectively correspond
to a sine value and a cosine value of the phase offset.

Embodiments of the present invention may include a
device measuring active and reactive powers of an alternating
current. The device may include a processor that is configured
to receive a first signal representing a current and a second
signal representing a voltage, in which the current includes a
phase offset with respect to the voltage, calculate an active
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power and reactive power based on the first and second sig-
nals, and calibrate the calculated active and reactive powers
with respect to the phase offset using first and second con-
stants, in which the first and second constants respectively
correspond to a sine value and a cosine value of the phase
offset.

FIG. 3 illustrates a channel for measuring power consump-
tion according to an exemplary embodiment of the present
invention. Similar to FIG. 2, the channel may include a first
signal path for receiving the current measurement and a sec-
ond signal path for receiving the voltage measurement where
the current measurement include a transformer-caused phase
offset of 0 from the current. The first signal path may include
an ADC 12.10, a high-pass filter 20.10, and a sensor compen-
sation filter 22 that are serially connected, and the second
signal path may include an ADC 12.20 and a high-pass filter
20.20. In the first signal path, ADC 12.10 may convert a
current input I(0) into a digital current signal DI(0) which
may be filtered by the high-pass filter 20 and the sensor
compensation filter 22 to generate a filtered current signal
DI'(0). In the second signal path, ADC 12.20 may convert an
voltage input V into a digital voltage signal DV which may be
filtered by a high-pass filter 20.20 to generate a filtered volt-
age signal DV'. The channel may further include an active and
reactive powers computation module 26 for receiving at
inputs the filtered current DI'(8) and voltage signals DV’
based on which the active and reactive powers computation
module 26 may compute an active power P',-(6) and a
reactive power P' -, ~(0) as outputs. The active and reactive
powers computation module may be one that is known by a
person of ordinary skill in the art. For example, the co-pend-
ing U.S. patent application Ser. No. 12/335,030 (the content
of'which is incorporated by reference in its entirety) assigned
to the same assignee of the present application describes in
detail devices and methods for measuring active and reactive
powers. Since the input current and voltage signals include
the phase offset 0, the computed active and reactive powers
P',-(0) and P'x 5, ~A0) may include the effect of the phase
offset 0.

To compensate for the effect of the transformer-caused
phase offset 0 in active and reactive powers, the meter channel
may further include a calibration module 28 that may receive
the computed active and reactive powers P' ,~(0) and P'z ., 1
(0) and remove the effect of the phase offset 6 from the
computed active and reactive powers to generate calibrated
active power P", ., and calibrated reactive power P", ., .,
Finally, the meter channel may include power bill generation
module 18 that may generate a power bill to the customer
based on the calibrated active and reactive powers P", -,
P'rescr

The power calibration may be achieved by mixing orthogo-
nal sinusoid signals with the computed active and reactive
powers P', .(0) and P'z.,(0) as discussed in detail in the
following. Without concerning the offset caused by current
transformers, the voltage and current of a meter channel may
be written, in time domain, as:

W) = Z Vi cos(kws), and i(1) =Z I sin(kwr — gy),
k=1 k=1

where t represents time, k represents the k”* harmonic (includ-
ing fundamental frequency when k=1), V, and I, are voltage
and current amplitudes for the k? harmonic, ® represents
frequency, and ¢, represents the intrinsic phase differences
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4

between voltage and current at the k” harmonic. The active
and reactive power may be computed from v(t) and i(t) such
that the active power

P= 3" Vil cos(w)

k=1

and reactive power

Q=" Vil singo).

k=1

However, when considering the additional delay caused by
current transformers in transmission lines,

W) = Z Vi cos(kwr), and 7(1) = Z I sin(kwr — ¢y — 0).
k=1 k=1

Thus, the current i'(t) may include a phase offset 0 that is
assumed constant (or substantially constant) at different har-
monics. Without a pre-calibration of the phase offset for the
current, the computed active power

P®= Z Vil cos(dy +6)

k=1

and computed reactive power

QO =) Vil singe +0),

k=1

which both include the effect of the phase offset 6 caused by
current transformers.

The effect of the phase offset 6 caused by current trans-
formers in the computed active and reactive powers may be
removed by mixing the computed active and reactive powers
with constant values of sin(0) and cos(0) as described in the
following:

P’ = Pcos(—0) — Q'sin(—-0) =

N
Z Vile[cos(gy + ) x cos(—0) — sin(gy + ) « sin(—0)] =
k=1

N
D Vel cos(@y)
k=1
Q" = P'sin(—6) + Q'cos(—0) =

N
Z Viele[cos(gy + )« sin(—0) — sin(gy + 0) = cos(—0)] =
k=1

N
D Vel sin(gp)

k=1
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Thus, after the calibration for active and reactive powers,
the effect of phase offsets 0 caused by current transformers in
the transmission lines may be removed from the computed
active and reactive powers P'(0) and Q'(8). One advantageous
aspect of the present invention is that all harmonic powers are
compensated equally.

FIG. 4 illustrates a calibration module for calibrating active
and reactive powers according to an exemplary embodiment
of the present invention. The calibration module 28 corre-
sponds to the same labeled module as shown in the context of
FIG. 3. As shown in FIG. 4, the calibration module 28 may
include a pair of constants 30, 32, a plurality of multipliers
34.10 to 34.40, an adder 36, and a subtractor 38. In this
embodiment, the constant 30 is a cosine value of the phase
offset 0, and the constant 32 is a sine value of the phase offset
0. The constants 30, 32 may be the same constants for differ-
ent harmonics. The calibration module 28 may receive at a
first input active power P'(0) and at a second input reactive
power Q'(0), where each of the active power P'(0) and the
reactive power Q'(0) includes effects of phase offset 0 caused
by current transformers. The first multiplier 34.10 may
receive the active power P'(6) and the first constant cos(-0) to
generate a product of P'(8)*cos(-0); the second multiplier
34.20 may receive the active power P'(0) and the second
constant sin(-0) to generate a product of P'(8)*sin(-0); the
third multiplier 34.30 may receive the reactive power Q'(0)
and the first constant cos(-0) to generate a product of Q'(0)
*cos(-0); the fourth multiplier 34.40 may receive the reactive
power Q'(0) and the second constant sin(-0) to generate a
product of Q'(0)*sin(-0). The subtractor 38 may subtract the
product of the fourth multiplier 34.40 from the product of the
first multiplier 34.10 to obtain the calibrated active power of
P"=P'(0)*cos(-0)-Q'(0)*sin(-0), and the adder 36 may add
the product of the second multiplier 34.20 and the product of
the third multiplier 34.30 to obtain the calibrated reactive
power Q"=P'(6)*sin(-0)+Q'(0)*cos(-0). As discussed
above, the calibrated active power P" and the calibrated reac-
tive power Q" is substantially free of the effect of phase offset
0.

In one embodiment, the phase offsets of the constants 30,
32 may be predetermined based on expected delays caused by
current transformers in the transmission lines. The predeter-
mined phase offsets may be pre-calculated and stored in a
storage device such as a memory. For example, the predeter-
mined phase offsets may be stored as a stable. Inan alternative
embodiment, the phase offsets of the constants 30, 32 may be
determined in real time based on the delays existing in the
transmission lines during operation.

FIG. 5 illustrates a method for measuring active and reac-
tive powers according to an exemplary embodiment of the
present invention. A processor such as a DSP may be config-
ured to perform the method. As shown in FIG. 5, at 40, the
processor may receive digitized signals DI corresponding to
current I and DV corresponding to voltage V, where DI and
DV may include a phase offset 6 between DI and DV. Without
calibrating the phase offset 6 between DI and DV, at 42, the
processor may be configured to calculate active and reactive
powers which may include the effects of the phase offset 0
between DI and DV. At 44, the processor may be configured
to perform phase calibration on the calculated active and
reactive powers as described in conjunction with FIGS. 3 and
4 to remove the effect of phase offset 6 between DI and DV.
The calibrated active and reactive powers may be used to
generate a power bill to the customer.

Those skilled in the art may appreciate from the foregoing
description that the present invention may be implemented in
a variety of forms, and that the various embodiments may be
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implemented alone or in combination. Therefore, while the
embodiments of the present invention have been described in
connection with particular examples thereof; the true scope of
the embodiments and/or methods of the present invention
should not be so limited since other modifications will
become apparent to the skilled practitioner upon a study of the
drawings, and specification.

What is claimed is:

1. A method for measuring active and reactive powers of an
alternating current, comprising:

receiving, by a processor, a first signal and a second signal,

wherein the first signal is based on a measurement of a
current from an at least one electronic measuring instru-
ment and the second signal is based on a measurement of
a voltage from the at least one electronic’, measuring
instrument, and wherein the current includes a phase
offset with respect to the voltage;

calculating, by the processor, an active power and reactive

power based on the first and second signals; and

calibrating, by the processor, the calculated active and

reactive, powers by first and second constants to reduce

the phase offset, the calibrating including:

multiplying the calculated active power with the first
constant to produce a first product;

multiplying the calculated active power with the second
constant to produce a second product;

multiplying the calculated reactive power with the first
constant to produce a third product:

multiplying the calculated reactive power with the sec-
ond constant to produce a fourth product;

subtracting the fourth product from the first product to
obtain a calibrated active power; and

adding the second and third products to obtain a cali-
brated reactive power,

wherein the first and second signals include the phase

offset, and

wherein the first and second constants respectively corre-

spond to a cosine value and a sine value of the phase
offset.

2. The method of claim 1, further comprising generating a
power bill to a customer based on the calibrated active power
and the calibrated reactive power.

3. The method of claim 1, wherein the phase offset is
caused by current transformers in current transmission lines.

4. The method of claim 1, wherein the phase offset is
substantially constant over different harmonics.

5. The method of claim 1, further comprising:

converting by a first analog-to-digital converter a current

measurement of the alternating current, from the at least
one electronic measuring instrument, to the first signal;
and

converting by a second analog-to-digital converter a volt-

age measurement of the alternating current, from the at
least one electronic measuring instrument, to the second
signal.

6. The method of claim 1, wherein the phase offset is
reduced until the phase offset is removed.

7. The method of claim 1, wherein the first signal is gen-
erated by applying, serially, the measurement of the current to
atleast one of: an analog to digital converter, a high pass filter,
and a sensor compensation filer.

8. The method of claim 1, wherein the second signal is
generated by applying, serially, the measurement of the volt-
age to at least one of: an analog to digital converter and a high
pass filter.

9. A device for measuring active and reactive powers of an
alternating current, cornprising:
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a processor configured to:

receive a first signal and a second signal, wherein the
first signal is based on a measurement of a current
from an at least one electronic measuring instrument
and the second signal is based on a measurement of a
voltage from the at least one electronic measuring
instrument, and wherein the current includes a phase
offset with respect to the voltage;

calculate an active power and reactive power based on
the first and second signals; and

calibrate the calculated active and reactive powers by
applying first and second constants to reduce the
phase offset,

wherein the first and second constants respectively cor-
respond to a cosine value and a sine value of the phase
offset,

wherein for calibrating, the processor is further config-
ured to:

multiply the calculated active power with the first con-
stant to produce a first product;

multiply the calculated active power with the second
constant to produce a second product;

multiply the calculated reactive power with the first con-
stant to produce a third product;

multiply the calculated reactive power with the second
constant to produce a fourth product;

subtract the fourth product from the first product to
obtain a calibrated active power; and

add the second and third products to obtain a calibrated
reactive power, wherein the first and second signals
include the phase offset.

10. The device of claim 9, wherein the processor is further
configured to generate a power bill to a customer based on the
calibrated active power and the calibrated reactive power.

11. The device of claim 9, wherein the phase offset 18 is
caused by current transformers in current transmission lines.

12. The device of claim 9, wherein the phase offset is
substantially constant over different harmonics.

13. The device of claim 9, further comprising:

a first analog-to-digital converter for converting a current
measurement of the alternating current, from the at least
one electronic measuring instrument, to the first signal;
and

a second analog-to-digital converter for converting a volt-
age measurement of the alternating current, from the at
least one electronic measuring instrument, to the second
signal.

14. The device of claim 9, wherein the phase offset is

reduced until the phase offset is removed.

15. The device of claim 9, wherein the first signal results
from serial application of the measurement of the current to at
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least one of: an analog to digital converter, a high pass filter,
and a sensor compensation filer.

16. The device of claim 9, wherein the second signal results
from serial application of the measurement of the voltage to at
least one of: an analog to digital converter and a high pass
filter.

17. A machine-readable non-transitory medium having
stored thereon instructions adapted to be executed by a pro-
cessor to perform a method for measuring active and reactive
powers of an alternating current, the method comprising:

receiving a first signal and a second signal, wherein the first

signal is based on a measurement of a current from an at
least one electronic measuring instrument and the sec-
ond signal is based on a measurement of a voltage from
the at least one electronic measuring instrument, and
wherein the current includes a phase offset with respect
to the voltage;

calculating an active power and reactive power based on

the first and second signals;

and

calibrating the calculated active and reactive powers by

applying first and second constants to reduce the phase

offset, the calibrating further including:

multiplying the calculated active power with the first
constant to produce a first product;

multiplying the calculated active power with the second
constant to produce a second product;

multiplying the calculated reactive power with the first
constant to produce a third product;

multiplying the calculated reactive power with the sec-
ond constant to produce a fourth product;

subtracting the fourth product from the first product to
obtain a calibrated active power; and

adding the second and third products to obtain a cali-
brated reactive power, wherein the first and second
signals include the phase offset.

18. The machine-readable non-transitor medium of claim
17, wherein the phase offset is reduced unth the phase offset
is removed.

19. The machine-readable non-transitor medium of claim
17, wherein the first signal is generated by applying, serially,
the measurement of the current to at least one of: an analog to
digital converter, a high pass filter, and a sensor compensation
filer.

20. The machine-readable non-transitory medium of claim
17, wherein the second signal is generated by applying, seri-
ally, the measurement of the voltage to at least one of: an
analog to digital converter and a high pass filter.
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